Video Sidekick
Video: Active Reading
1. Incorporating active reading into your lesson will help students engage with the content and strengthen their
comprehension by giving them responsibility. What potential problems could occur when giving students
more responsibility for their learning?

2. What would you do if you noticed a student sharing incorrect information with their group?

3. Watch 1:18 - 1:30 What is the teacher’s role during this activity?

4. Watch 1:58 - 2:23 How would you describe students’ engagement during the activity?

5. Brainstorm: What are other ways you know of that can give more responsibility to students for their learning?
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6. Practice Scenario: You are a Grade 4 teacher. You are teaching an English lesson using the passage The Hare
and The Tortoise. How could you teach this passage using active reading strategies?

7. What difficult vocabulary words or phrases would you need to help students with?

8. Create 2 questions you could ask your students to help them understand the lesson behind the story.

Video Sidekick
9. Practice Scenario: You are teaching Grade 11 English. Divide the following text into 4 parts. For each part
create one question to assess students’ reading comprehension skills.
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Below are 2 teaching strategies you can use to promote active reading:

Jigsaw
Divide the class into small equally-sized groups. Give each student a number. Call all the
“1’s” to come together, “2’s” together, “3’s” together and so on. Give each group a different
paragraph, part of a paragraph, or concept to discuss in their number groups. Once they have
had time to read and discuss, let students to go back to their original groups and take turns
explaining about their different pieces. Lastly, the teacher can choose one student from each
group to report to class.

Active Reading Steps
Step 1

Pre-Reading – have students read the passage one time to familiarize themselves
with the text

Step 2

Define Words / Phrases – Have students look up new words or phrases and write
them in their notebook

Step 3

Big Picture – Have students work in groups to share what they think is the main idea
of the text

Step 4

Check for Understanding – Have students answer reading comprehension question
individually or in groups

Step 5

Summary – Conclude by reviewing or having students review the main points of the
text

TeacherFOCUS GOAL: Do an activity during a reading class that gives the
students additional responsibility for their learning

